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Military experience 

Mike Utley was born in Cardiff and educated at Cowbridge School; he joined the Royal Navy as a 

Warfare Officer in 1988. After basic training at Britannia Royal Naval College he completed 

professional and specialist courses before joining HMS Jupiter for a short first appointment. 

Having successfully completed Frigate Navigating Officer’s Course, he went onto serve in HM 

Ships Jersey and Cardiff as the Navigating officer before joining HMS Exploit as the 

Commanding Officer in 1995.  

 

Heading back to training as a Principal Warfare Officer in 1998, he joined HMS Norfolk as the 

Operations and Gunnery Officer in 1999. Selected for promotion to Lieutenant Commander, he 

completed his first short staff appointment as the Requirements Manager to the Naval Electronic 

Warfare Integrated Project Team, before joining HMS Leeds Castle as the Commanding Officer 

in 2002, where he also acted as the Maritime Component Commander for the South Atlantic 

Joint Operating Area. On his return to the UK he assumed command of the new River Class 

Offshore Patrol Vessel, HMS Tyne. 

 

Returning ashore in 2005, he spent only a short time as one of the Warfare Officers’ Career 

Managers, before being selected for promotion to Commander and further sea command of HMS 

Portland. This appointment included a deployment to Atlantic Patrol Task (North), where the Ship 

successfully captured over 5 tonnes of cocaine and commanded the United Kingdom’s hurricane 

disaster relief operation in Belize (2007).  

 

Completing Advanced Command and Staff Course in 2009, he gained a MA in Defence Studies 

from King’s College London. On completion of his studies he was selected as Commander Sea 

Training where he spent the next 18 months responsible for the delivery of sea training to Royal 

Navy and Foreign warships both in UK waters and deployed on operations. 

 

In 2011 he joined a small team in MOD working within Defence Operational Capability; he was 

lead desk officer for the ‘live’ lessons study into operations in Libya throughout his short tenure. 

Selected as the first Commander to attend the Royal College of Defence Studies in 2011, he 

studied strategy and its application before assuming responsibility for inter-agency operational 



liaison on the River Thames during the Olympics. 

 

Captain Utley assumed command of HMS Illustrious on completion of professional courses in 

May 2013. A dedicated family man and avid supporter of Welsh rugby; he also enjoys sea fishing 

and riding his motorbike in any spare time available. 

 


